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Piers 1947



Q: WHAT CAN WE ADD?

1. More extensive archival mapping

2. Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

3. Remote sensing technologies



“A Map of the South Part of 
Nova Scotia and its Fishing 
Banks,” Thomas Jeffreys,
1750
British Library
K.Top.119.74
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1. ARCHIVAL MAPPING

Horseman’s Fort

Cornwallis’ Fort

Citadel

Fort Luttrell?

Fort 
Grenadier



“Project for Fortifying the Town of Hallifax; in Nova Scotia,”
John Brewse, 1749
Norman B. Leventhal Map & Education Center
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1. ARCHIVAL MAPPING



“A plan of the town of Halifax 
in Nova Scotia,” Moses Harris,
1749
Library of Congress
G3424.H2 1749 .H3

1. ARCHIVAL MAPPING
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1. ARCHIVAL MAPPING



2. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS)



2. GIS

“The Harbour of 
Halifax,” J.F.W.
DesBarres,
1777
National Maritime
Museum
HNS46E



2. GIS

The 1755 ‘Spy 
Map’, National 
Archives (UK)
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2. GIS

“A plan of the 
town of Halifax in 
Nova Scotia 
August 1749.”
Anon. (Brewse)
William L. 
Clements Library
7490
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Anon. Untitled.
1762
Nova Scotia Dept.
of Lands and 
Forestry
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Anon. Untitled.
1762
Nova Scotia Dept.
of Lands and 
Forestry
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2. GIS

1762 Map Town 
Wall over
modern
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1762 Map Town 
Wall over
Brewse 1749



2. GIS

1762 Map Town 
Wall over
Spy 1755



3. REMOTE SENSING

Noggin 500 GPR
Prospection Survey
August 2018
50cm interline spacing



3. REMOTE SENSING

Buried stone walls in 2D 
data (Radargram)

ca. 8.5m (28 feet)



3. REMOTE SENSING



3. REMOTE SENSING

Hopkins City Atlas, 1878





DIRECTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

Royal Engineers Nova Scotia Archives number 6877 (Piers 78)



“Halifax in Nova Scotia,” Anon. n.d. Harvard Map Collection, G3424_H2A3_1780_M6
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North BatteryMiddle or
Governor’s
Battery

South Battery

St. Paul’s

Fort Luttrell?

North Suburbs

1



2



Barracks / prison

Cornwallis’ Fort palisade

palisade

2 Fort Luttrell?





The Capture of the 'Alcide' and 'Lys’, 
8 June 1755, NMM



Cornwallis’ Resources

• The townspeople

• A purse

• Four regiments (by 1750)
- Philipps’ (40th)
- Hopson’s (29th)
- Cornwallis’ (24th)
- Lascelles’ (47th)

• Gorham’s Rangers
A soldier of 47th regiment, 1742
SOURCE: New York Public Library


