
City’s saviours:
THE Military response to the Halifax explosion 
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DEVASTATION
• 1,600 killed instantly

• 400+ died soon after

• 2,500 perhaps total

• 9,000 injured

• Total destruction of buildings within 800 metres/1/2 mile)  1,630

• Severe damage to buildings within 1,600 metres/1 mile    )  structures

• Lesser damage to another 5,000 buildings

• 6,000 homeless

• 19,000 without adequate shelter

• $35,000,000 property damage



• 5,000 soldiers: 3,300 garrison; 1,700 in transit

• Garrison: 5 artillery units, 4 engineer, 3 infantry, misc support

• In Transit: CEF, BEF soldiers

• Fortress Halifax Locations:

• Inner Harbour: Fort Clarence, Fort Charlotte

• Point Pleasant Park: Cambridge Battery, Fort Ogilvie, Point Pleasant 
Battery

• Western Shore: York Redoubt, Sandwich Battery, Connaught Battery 

• McNab’s Island: Fort McNab, Fort Ives, Fort Hugonin

• East & west landward defences  

The Army in Halifax, 6 Dec 1917





The RCN in Halifax, 6 Dec 1917

• HMCS Niobe

• 10 Minesweepers

• Gate Vessels

• HMCS Grilse

• 13 Auxiliary Patrol Vessels

• 3 Trawlers / 38 Drifters

• 2 Submarines + tender



• Cogswell St Military Hospital

• Camp Hill Convalescent Hospital

• Pier 2 Casualty Claring Station

• Quarantine Hospital Rockhead

• Admiralty House Hospital

Military Medical Facilities













Albert Medal in Bronze - A/Bosun Mattison



































• Ship loaded with ammunitions accidentally blew up in Harbour at 9 o/c this 
morning destroying northern part of city.

• Twelve, possibly more, soldiers killed, others more or less injured seriously.
• Wellington and other barracks seriously wrecked.
• Many citizens killed and injured numbers not ascertainable.
• Have used all available soldiers for relief work and patrol duties day and 

night.
• Have assistance from British and American ships in harbour.
• All hospitals full to capacity. Have erected hospital and other tents on 

Common.
• Assisting city feeding and housing homeless and collecting wounded and 

dead
• Nearby towns rendering civil assistance.   

MGen Bensen sitrep – evening 6 Dec



































HMCS Niobe





HMS Highflyer & HMS Changuinola



USCGC Morrill & USS Old Colony





USS Old Colony



USS Tacoma & USS Von Steuben







































































QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?


