


U.S. Coast Guard’s Arctic Footprint (2008-2021)
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Strategic Direction and Guidance

Commander’s IntentOperational Design Framework



Mission

Commander’s Intent

Utilizing an expeditionary approach, deploy resources to conduct integrated operations to meet Coast Guard 

statutory mission demands, buy-down maritime risk, and advance national security objectives through maritime 

operations in the Alaska Arctic. 

Methods

Deploy CG resources with a focus on operations and partnership integration. Mission execution requires 

employment of three task forces in alignment with the Arctic Strategic Outlook:

Purpose

Meet Arctic Strategic Outlook lines of effort: Enhance capability to operate effectively in a dynamic Arctic; 

Strengthen the rules-based order; and Innovate and adapt to promote resilience and prosperity. 

Commander’s Intent

 Aviation Task Force

 National Security & Enforcement Task Force

 Marine Safety Task Force (MSTF)                



-2019 Vessels

-2018 Vessels

-2017 Vessels

-2015 Vessels

AVSUPFAC

St. Paul

Migration of Fishing Activity Challenges USCG Capacity

Frost Heave

Blocking and Bracing

Ground erosion

Permafrost Retreat

Operational Environment

Napakiak Coastal Erosion

Prime Arena for Great-Power Competition

Effects of Climate Change Threaten Communities 

Ice Edge Unpredictability Expands “Shoulder Season”
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Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) carrier traffic increased across the Northern Sea Route and through the Bering Strait

Increased Maritime Activity

Expansion of “shoulder season” 
activities

 Commercial
 Subsistence
 Recreational

 Foreign Government Vessels 
Operating in U.S. EEZ
 Peer Competition from China 
and Russia
 Increased potential for Mass 
Rescue Operations and pollution 
incidents

 LNG/oil tanker traffic
 NSR cargo/NWP tourism 
 Cruise Ship

LNG carrier traffic through the Bering Strait rose 
from 41 transits in 2019 to 66 transits in 2020. 

LNG transits are expected to increase again when 
the transshipment facility is built in Kamchatka. 

XUE LONG II



Concept of Operations
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National Security & Enforcement Task Force 
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Aviation Task Force 
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Marine Safety Task Force 
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Operating in a Strategically Competitive Space

# Event # Event

1 Transit of Bering Strait / Russian TTS 5 Joint USCG / Canadian CG Maneuvers

2 Combined Patrol with Russian Border Guard 6 At-sea Engagement w/ Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force Training ship KASHIMA 

3 Intercept PRC Vessels 7 At-sea Engagement w/the Royal Canadian Navy vessel HARRY DeWOLF 

4 Patrol Chukchi Sea MBL 8 Shadow PRC Task Group in the Bering Sea and South of the Aleutian Islands
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2021 Arctic Operations and Engagement



2021 Arctic Operations and Engagement



Future Joint Opportunities



Any Questions? 

Captain Alan McCabe, alan.b.mccabe@uscg.mil

USCG District Seventeen
Juneau, AK


